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establish or abolish executive agencies and departments (see Table 11-1). The 
newest cabinet creation is the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 
Congress can also instruct departments and agencies to reorganize themselves 
or establish an outside commission to recommend how departments or agen-
cies might be merged or abolished. Or it can authorize the president to reor-
ganize on his own initiative or to propose reorganization plans that will then 
be subject to some form of congressional review. In addition to establishing 
federal entities such as DHS, Congress extends its long arm into the bureau-
cracy in many different ways. The Senate confirms (or not, as the case may be) 
presidential appointments of high-level officials. Congress authorizes the 
basic personnel systems of federal entities. It also grants rule-making author-
ity to administrative agencies.

Senate Confirmation of Presidential Appointees
High-level federal appointments—executive, diplomatic, and judicial—are 
subject to the Senate’s “advice and consent” under Article II, section 2, of the 
Constitution. After the president has decided whom to nominate, the Senate 
decides whether to confirm (see Figure 11-2).

TABLE 11-1 � Growth of the Cabinet

Department	 Year created

State	 1789

Treasury	 1789

War (reorganized and renamed Defense in 1947)	 1789

Interior	 1849

Justice (position of attorney general created in 1789)	 1870

Agriculture	 1889

Commerce (created as Commerce and Labor)	 1903

Labor (split from Commerce and Labor)	 1913

Health, Education, and Welfare (reorganized and renamed	 1953

Health and Human Services in 1979)

Housing and Urban Development	 1965

Transportation	 1966

Energy	 1977

Education	 1980

Veterans Affairs	 1989

Homeland Security	 2002

Source:  CQ Daily Monitor, January 10, 2003, 3.


